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Laura Blackburn, PharmD, 
BCPS, BCCCP, FCCM

Hello SCCM Texas Chapter!

The weather is heating up quickly, and my car is now a lovely shade of chartreuse – spring
must be here! Along with pollen and bluebonnets, spring brings the transition of our
leadership team. It is my privilege to serve as your 2024 president for SCCM Texas
Chapter. I am the formulary manager and drug information specialist for Houston
Methodist, and I have been involved with SCCM Texas Chapter since 2015 through the
symposium and program committees followed by chapter secretary. I am also involved with
SCCM through the Clinical Pharmacy and Pharmacology Section and serve as the chair of
the Practice Advancement Committee. 

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to outgoing president, Brandy McKelvy, MD, for her leadership this past year and to
outgoing chairs: Kirstin Henley, MD and Diane Dreucean, PharmD for their tireless efforts leading the symposium
committee, Jennifer Gass, PharmD for her leadership of the research committee, and Kouame Yao, APRN for his work
on the communications committee. Many thanks to outgoing board of director members, Dharani Narendra, MD and
Brandon Sterling, APRN, for their expertise and support during their three-year terms. These are all volunteer
positions, and the chapter would not be as successful as it has consistently been without their generous dedication to
chapter initiatives. Congratulations to all the newly elected positions! Check out the Nominations Committee page for
results, and you might see some familiar names! I look forward to working with the 2024-2025 leadership team
including the newly appointed committee chairs: Melissa Sandler, PharmD (communications) and Emily Highsmith,
PharmD (research).

It was a pleasure seeing everyone at the Texas Chapter reception at Congress in Phoenix where we celebrated our
newly inducted fellows, Joy Chen, MD, Michelle Horng, PharmD, and Arun Saini, MD and, for the third time, the
Chapters Alliance Excellence Award! We were excited to continue celebrations at our Annual Business meeting on
March 6th where we announced winners for the annual chapter awards, professional development awards, Alan I.
Fields awards, and the Joseph L. Nates Grant award. Check out the Awards Committee and Research Committee
pages for further details! 

I am thrilled to see all that is in store and looking forward to another excellent year! We will be recruiting more
fabulous critical care professionals and strive to support our diverse membership through increased
communication via social media, and provision of educational activities through chapter meetings, FCCS courses,
and annual symposium. We are committed to continuing to provide financial support through the professional
development awards along with recognizing the incredible work by our members with the research awards (Alan I.
Fields Research Award, Joseph L. Nates Research Grant, and JJ Bruno Symposium Award) which are also
accompanied by financial support, national award nominations, and annual chapter awards.

We welcome your feedback and ideas for how the chapter can best serve you, so
visit our website www.sccmtexaschapter.org and follow us on Facebook, Instagram,
and X @sccmtxchapter for more information and updates on chapter activities!

Best regards,
Laura

Looking to get involved? Check out the committee pages and reach out to the chairs
to learn more!



After a successful event in San Antonio last year, we surveyed the chapter
for the next city to host our 13th Annual Symposium in 2024. 

We are excited to announce that it will be at the 

Houston Methodist Research Institute! 
Mark your calendars for September 27–28th! 

We are actively recruiting for committee members to bring ideas:

If you are interested in joining the symposium committee, please reach out to 
Laura Blackburn at president@sccmtexaschapter.org



Exihibitor Hallway

Closing keynote speaker/immediate past
president: Annette Lista, PharmD,

BCCCP with Symposium Chair 
Kirstin Henley, MD, MSc

PGY2 Critical Care Resident Aliya
Abdullah, PharmD with President Brandy

McKelvey, MD, FCCP

Symposium Chair Kirstin Henley, MD, MSc



The Communications Committee is responsible
for the dissemination of information between our

chapter and its members. 
Many announcements and e-mails going out, so

please check your e-mail regularly.

Melissa Sandler,
PharmD, BCCCP

Follow us on Instagram/X/Facebook
(SCCM Texas Chapter) to stay up to
date with current events happening in

your area of Texas each month. 
We love to share what our members are

doing across the state of Texas. 

We are still recruiting for our
Houston and Dallas/Ft. Worth

Communication Coordinators.



Emily Highsmith,
PharmD, BCCCP

Finally, to increase the outreach of the research committee in the
coming year we are looking for members who are interested in
research to join our team. We are in particular need of nurses,
nurse practitioners, respiratory therapists, dieticians, physical or
occupational therapists, physician assistants, and other allied

health professionals. 
Please review the information on the SCCM Texas Chapter

website Research tab or contact
research@sccmtexaschapter.org for more information on 

joining the research committee.

We would also like to announce the winner for this year’s Joseph L. Nates
Grant, which is an annual research grant that awards the winner $4000 to

support clinical research designed to enhance the care and outcomes of critically
ill patients. This year’s winner is Dr. Sabrie Hannigan for her proposal to conduct

research on “Multimodal Noninvasive Neuromonitoring in Pediatric Traumatic
Brain Injury” and we are looking forward to seeing the impact she can make

throughout her research career.

The research committee is excited to share and to congratulate
the winners of the Alan I. Fields Award. 

First place was awarded to Max W. Adelman, MD, M.Sc for his
research titled “A Pro-Inflammatory Cytokine Response Is

Associated With Protection From Candida Gut Colonization”.

Sabrie Hannigan, MD received second place for her work 
“TCD is a Reliable Screening Tool for Decreased Cerebral Blood Flow in Pediatric

Neurocritical Care”. 

Both were given monetary awards for travel expenses for SCCM Congress or the
Texas Chapter’s Annual Symposium. Both winners also presented their research as a

platform presentation at this year’s annual business/awards meeting.



NOMINATIONS

Kyllie Ryan-Hummel,
PharmD, BCCCP

If you have any questions about the
nominations process, FCCM Mentorship

Program, or would like to get involved with
the committee please email us at

nominations@sccmtexaschapter.org.

Texas Chapter of SCCM is looking for nominees to
support in nomination to National Awards from SCCM!

Criteria for the awards can be found on SCCM’s website
and nominations are due April 1st. 

Questions? Want to nominate someone? 
Email Rebecca McClay at

presidentelect@scccmtexaschapter.org

Call for SCCM national award nominations!

Congratulations to the winners for our
election for the Executive Committee and

Board of Directors!

President-Elect: Rebecca McClay, DNP, MS, ACNPC-AG, NPD-BC,
CCRN-CMC-CSC
Treasurer: Melanie Madorsky, PharmD, BCPS, BCCP, BCCCP
BOD–physician seat: Kirstin Henley, MD, MS
BOD–nursing seat: Kouame Yao, MSN, APRN, AGACNP-BC, CCRN



Jeanneé Campbell, PA-C

We are seeking a new Program Coordinator for the Dallas Fort Worth
and Austin areas! 

Please contact us at programs@sccmtexaschapter.org if you’re interested! 
The average time commitment is approximately 4–6 hours per month. 

Duties include:  
Organize regularly occurring chapter meetings in your area
Plan networking opportunities 
Inform prospective members of benefits and opportunities of
membership



Celia Morton, 
PharmD, BCCCP

If you have any questions regarding membership, your renewal date, or if
you’re not receiving emails from us (and would like to), contact us at

membership@sccmtexaschapter.org. 

Chapter membership is currently at 631 members total. 
With all of the exciting programming events this upcoming
year, now is a great time to ensure your membership is

current and to recruit your colleagues to join 
SCCM and the Texas Chapter! 

Also, please be on the lookout in your email for entry into the
upcoming Cookie Giveaway this April.

We have multiple opportunities for involvement within our chapter and are
actively seeking volunteers for members interested in getting involved in our
various chapter committees. Information on our committees can be found on

our website at Texas Chapter Committees. 
If you would like to get involved, contact us with questions or areas that you

are interested in participating at texaschapter.sccm@gmail.com.



Chelsea N. Lopez,
PharmD, BCCCP

The mission of the awards committee is to
acknowledge SCCM Texas Chapter members for

their accomplishments and contributions to the care
of critically ill patients throughout the previous year.

If you are looking to become more involved with the SCCM
Texas Chapter, consider the Awards Committee. 

If interested, please reach out at
awards@sccmtexaschapter.org. 

Congratulations to the 
2023–2024 Chapter Award Recipients!

Excellence in service, Education: 
Michelle Horng, PharmD, BCCCP

Excellence in service, Clinical: 
Michael Sirimaturos, PharmD, BCNSP, BCCCP, FCCM

Casey M. Drawert MD Excellence in Leadership: 
Christiane S. Perme, PT, CCS, FCCM

Outstanding members:
Houston: Daniel Arellano, PhD, APRN, ACNP-BC, CCRN, CEN, CFRN,
EMT-P, FCCM
San Antonio: tin Henley, MD
Dallas: Blake Menchaca, AGACNP
West Texas: Orlando Garner, MD, FACP



Annette Lista, PharmD,
BCCCP

The mission of SCCM TX Chapter’s Community Engagement
Committee is to promote opportunities to engage members in public

health learning activities and support local community agencies. 

In 2023, we held our Annual Water Safety and BLS Community Service Event at Lodge
88 Swim Club as well as our Annual Winter Charity Drive in which we ask members across

the state of Texas to make donations, like pantry items, to the charity that we choose to
support. To increase engagement to members throughout the state of Texas, increase the

donation amount to charity, and make a bigger impact to the community, we offer the
opportunity to donate online. One hundred percent of the funds raised through online

donation were used to purchase professional dress clothes that were donated to Dress for
Success. Dress for Success' objective is to create change by equipping thousands of

women with resources needed to attain long-term employment and success - ultimately
building skilled leaders in our community. The Chapter donated over 200+ professional

clothes for Dress for Success and over $150 in monetary donations were raised. Thanks to
the generous members of the SCCM TX chapter for another successful Winter Charity Drive.

In 2023, the SCCM TX Chapter also held its annual Fundamentals of Critical Care
Support (FCCS) course. The FCCS course provides healthcare professionals, including

nonintensivists, with the training to manage critically ill patients for the first 24 hours or until
appropriate critical care consultation can be arranged. The course concentrates on adult

critical care but also includes sections on critical care for pregnancy and pediatrics. Please
stay tuned for the announcement for the dates of our 2024 SCCM TX Chapter FCCS Course.



Our chapter was well represented at the 2024 Critical Care
Congress in Phoenix, AZ in January.

The Texas Chapter won the Chapters Alliance Excellence Award
and we had many presenters and new FCCMs!

Vinay M. Nadkarni, MD, MS, FCCM - SCCM President
Annette Lista, PharmD, BCCCP - SCCM Texas Chapter Past President

Laura Blackburn, PharmD, BCCCP, BCPS, FCCM - SCCM Texas Chapter President-Elect
Brandy McKelvy, MD, FCCP - SCCM Texas Chapter President

Chapters Alliance Excellence Award
Recognizes a chapter for its exceptional work by being in good standing;

holding regular academic activities; providing mentorship in areas of
academics, patient care, research, and professional growth; providing
outcomes measurements and reporting; and demonstrating continued

importance in the development and growth of the chapter



Session Leaders

New Fellows of Critical Care Medicine

Joy Chen, MD, FCCM Michelle Horng, PharmD, BCCCP, FCCM
Arun Saini, MD, MS, FCCM



Accepted Abstracts
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