
Greetings Texas Chapter Members! How did it get to be June already? I hope you are all 

having a wonderful, safe and dry year! 

I am happy to report that the Texas Chapter continues to grow, remaining the largest 

chapter in National SCCM’s Chapters Alliance. We have approximately 460 active chap-

ter members. Our success is a direct result of the enthusiasm and dedication of mem-

bers like you! 

We began the year 2015 with three major goals and I would like to provide you with up-

dates. It is important all of the Texas Chapter members remain aware of the direction of 

the chapter. We are, after all, your leadership and wish to take the chapter in a direction 

we can all agree is important.  Along those lines, we are striving to update our technolo-

gy. This is the first goal I set forth this year. We are in the process of working with a com-

pany to update our website. In addition, we will be trialing video-conferencing at our next 

Board of Directors meeting. This is important for several reasons. As we continue to 

grow and have members throughout the state of Texas become members of the Board 

of Directors and the Executive Council, this will allow better communication. Additionally, 

we can move forward in the coming years to web casts and increased educational op-

portunities. 

Our second goal is to move forward with the TSCCM 4th Annual Symposium in San Anto-

nio this year and  we are very excited to announce the dates of October 16th -17th, 2015. 

It will be held at Trinity University. We have exciting topics and speakers lined up so 

please see the end of this newsletter for a brochure with additional details! 

The third goal is to sustain our accomplishments and continue to move forward with 

building our infrastructure.  The Chapter continues to grow in many ways but we can only 

sustain growth with involved members.  We are a very large chapter and, despite the 

many members who remain active, we can always use the additional help. Do you have 

an interest in research? We are in need of additional members for our research commit-

tee.  Working with the research committee would allow you to make not only a difference 

in the Texas Chapter, but also in your patient’s lives.  Texas is an amazing state and we 

have the ability to produce quality research. Join us won’t you? 

In closing, I would like to thank the leadership of the Texas Chapter and, of course, the 

460+ members. I encourage everyone to take advantage of their membership by utiliz-

ing the many benefits offered by the Chapter.  Have a safe and happy summer. See you 

at the 4th Annual Symposium in San Antonio! 

Best regards, 

Wendi Jones 

2015 President, Society of Critical Care Medicine 
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 Membership Committee Update 
 Maggie Ma, PharmD, BCPS 

In conjunction with our upcoming annual symposium, we wanted to 

also announce the start of our FLASH MEMBERSHIP DRIVE. Starting 

on July 1st, members who refer any 5 individuals by October 9th will 

receive a free 2-day registration to our 4th Annual Symposium. In ad-

dition, you will also receive a free 1-year membership to the Texas 

SCCM chapter. Membership applications can be completed on our 

website (www.sccmtexaschapter.org) and dues can also be paid on 

our website with any major credit card. Texas chapter dues can also 

be paid through signing up with national SCCM at www.sccm.org. We 

highly encourage all members to join national SCCM as well! For 

questions about membership or to get involved in the membership 

committee, please email membership@sccmtexaschapter.org. 

Remember, our chapter is open to all healthcare disciplines who are 

involved in the care of critically ill patients. We encourage you to 

reach out to your colleagues and invite them to come see what our 

chapter is about! 

Communications Committee Update 
Brian Burleson, PharmD, BCPS  

The communications committee is responsible for the dissemina-

tion of information between our chapter and its members, and this 

is primarily done electronically via our chapter website, email com-

munication and social media with our Facebook account. During 

the last several months, changes to the communications have left 

us with 6 members.  These members are: Matthew Wanat 

(Website), Don Foronda (Social Media), Lan Bui (Newsletter), Shub-

hangi Sharma (Dallas Area Coordinator), Jennifer George (Houston 

Area Coordinator), and Brian Burleson (Chair).  Look for our emails 

(texaschapter.sccm@gmail.com) or at the website for meeting an-

nouncements or general organizational communications.  

http://www.sccmtexaschapter.org
http://www.sccm.org
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Program Committee Update 
Amaris Fuentes, PharmD, BCPS. 

The second quarter brought some very interesting presentations to 

our chapter meetings throughout the state! Members in our Houston 

and San Antonio areas welcomed Dr. Brandy McKelvy and Dr. An-

drew Shorr to discuss an “Introduction to Ceftolozane/Tazobactam” 

in May. Our members in Dallas enjoyed a presentation from Dr. Ed-

ward Dominguez on Televancin in June. Finally, our Houston mem-

bers welcomed Dr. Hany Samir to present “Management of Blood 

Pressure Control in the Acute Care Setting” in June. We thank our 

presenters and sponsors for such quality programming! 

The next Houston meeting is currently planned for July 15th. Be sure 

to check out the Texas SCCM website for more information on up-

coming meetings in other cities. We will be updating information as 

it becomes available and look forward to seeing you there!  If you are 

interested in more information regarding the Program Committee, 

p l e a s e  e m a i l  B r i a n  D e e ,  P h a r m D ,  a t  p r o -

grams@sccmtexaschapter.org.  

Calling all Dallas members!  We are looking for one or two dedicated 

and enthusiastic individuals to transition into the Program Commit-

tee Dallas Coordinator position by the end of the year.  It is a fun and 

easy way to build your leadership and networking skills.  Main duties 

include coordinating with pharmaceutical and medical device repre-

sentatives to sponsor monthly to bi-monthly chapter meetings.  If 

you are interested in finding out more about this exciting opportuni-

t y ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  B r i a n  D e e ,  P h a r m D , 

at programs@sccmtexaschapter.org.  

Awards Committee Update 
Mary -Lou Warren, DNP, RN, CNS-CC  

The Awards Committee is looking forward to the 2015 awards pro-

cess and encourage members to recognize their peers through the 

program. The committee is also actively looking for members and a 

new Chair. Please contact Mary-Lou if you are interested at 

awards@sccmtexaschapter.org.  

mailto:awards@sccmtexaschapter.org
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Can’t make the meeting?   

Don’t forget to cancel your RSVP! 

We would like to provide a friendly reminder regarding the RSVP process for chap-

ter meetings.  While our “no-show” percentage (i.e. those who submit an RSVP but 

do not attend the meeting) has historically been 20%, we have seen an increase 

upwards of 40 to 50% over the past 12 months in all three cities.  Please be aware 

that we collect RSVPs in order to provide our meeting sponsors with an expected 

turnout.  Failure to meet that expected turnout can adversely affect our sponsors’ 

budget and ability to support future meetings.  If you RSVP for a meeting and later 

realize you will be unable to attend, please cancel the reservation through our web-

site.  Doing so allows our members on a waiting list to attend, as well as helps us 

provide the sponsor with an accurate expected turnout.  Thank you! 

Texas SCCM Chapter Meeting No Show Percentage -  January to May of 2015 



Page 5 

The Critical Care Corner Newsletter is the official quarterly newsletter of the   

Society of Critical Care Medicine—Texas Chapter. It is published online at 

www.sccmtexaschapter.org.   

Editors: Brian Burleson, PharmD, BCPS; Matthew Wanat, PharmD, BCPS; Lan 

Bui, PharmD 

Have an idea for the newsletter? Are you doing something unique in your ICU or 

want to share the results of your research? Email newslet-

ter@sccmtexaschapter.org to have your work included in the next newsletter. 

TRIVIA : ICU Vasopressors & Inotropes  

Let’s see how well you know vasopressors and inotropes commonly used in the 

ICU. Match each medication with the most appropriate description. Need some 

help? Ask your local ICU pharmacist!  

1. DOBUTamine 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Milrinone 

3. DOPamine 

4. Norepinephrine 

5. Phenylephrine 

A. Inotropic agent that increases 

contractility via PDE-3 receptors. 

This medication causes some pe-

ripheral vasodilation and may not 

be the best choice in hypotensive 

patients. 

 

B. Purely synthetic vasopressor with 

A1 receptor agonist activity; It will 

increase blood pressure, but has 

no direct effect on heart rate. 

 

 

C. First-line vasopressor agent in 

patients with sepsis shock. It will 

increase blood pressure and 

heart rate.   

 

 

D. Inotropic agent with primarily B1 

agonistic effects. You may see 

tachyphylaxis with prolonged use 

and an increased risk of ventricu-

lar ectopy. 

 

 

 

E.  A vasopressor and some ino-

tropic agent. The receptors that it 

stimulates and resulting effects 

are largely dose dependent. 

Trivia Key:1D, 2A, 3E, 4C, 5B  

http://www.sccmtexaschapter.org





